. There is, however, a lack of data on population size, distribution, and trends.
To obtain these baseline data, a standard approach for studying long- Understanding population trends is further complicated due to the inherent stochasticity of amphibian populations, and more specifically, the fact that long-toed salamanders may not breed every year (Heyer 1976 (Corkran and Thoms 1996) . Refer to Corkran and Thoms (1996) Sample data sheets, modified from data sheets used in the RANA program (Takats 2000) Tape shut the drain holes in the lower pot to ensure that trap water level is constant. In order to minimize stress on salamanders and accidentally trapped small mammals, the following should be added to the pitfall trap (Figure 2 , part C):
• A sponge or moss soaked daily in pond water to prevent desiccation.
• A rock to provide a hiding place and perch for salamanders.
• A stick to allow small mammals to escape.
• A plastic cover supported by stakes should be placed above each trap to protect salamanders from direct sunlight, which can cause overheating and desiccation. The cover will also prevent flooding of the traps during heavy rainfall. Fencing and pitfall traps should be installed as follows (Figure 2 , part A and B):
• Pound fence stakes in rows parallel to the wetland, in such a way as to keep the fence taut.
Fences should be placed above the high-water mark.
• Dig a trench to bury silt fences between stakes. The fence should be buried to a depth of 10 cm to prevent salamanders from burrowing underneath. In rocky terrain, pegs are recommended to secure fencing.
• Bury pitfall traps along the fence, making sure that the tops of the traps are flush with the soil surface.
• For a fully enclosed fence, traps should be placed every 10 m on both sides of the fence (standard spacing; Rice 2000 , Graham 1999 .
If the wetland is too large to install a fully enclosed fence, three-fence arrays (~5 in long) are recommended and should be placed in the path of salamander migration routes (Fukumoto and Herrero 1998; Rice 2000) . If migration routes are unknown, arrays should be randomly placed within each habitat type around the pond (Scott and Woodward 1994) . Depending on pond size, between two and five arrays per habitat type within 500 m of the shore are recommended.
However, a fully enclosed pond is preferable. 
Marking
Marking individuals is crucial in estimating abundance; without marking, recapture rates are unknown, making relative abundance values difficult to interpret (Dodd and Scott 1994) .
Furthermore, it is imperative to conduct mark-recapture for several years because salamanders may not breed every year (Heyer 1976 
